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THE  ENGLISH  IN  ROME, 1362—1420: PORTRAIT  OF AN  EXPATRIATE
COMMUNITY.  Margaret Harvey. 1999. Cambridge University Press.  £37.50.'

‘ISBN.0-521—62057—0.

Dr Margaret Harvey’s book under review is a significant if not flawless contri-'
bution to  scholarship.  It illuminates the expatriate English community in
Rome  over the years from 1362, when it acquired' property for a  hospice, until
1420  when Martin  V  was re-established in Rome 'after the Great  Schism.
Consideration is by the two themes of laity and 'clerics as linked to the hospice
and to  another  obtained later. The earlier one, in the present-day Via di
Monserrato, is  extant  as the English College in  Rome, which it became with the
Reformation. For the period  covered  documents in the College’s archives,
which incorporate remnants of  those  of the second hospice, are mainly notarial
concerning property—deeds of gift and  purchase, wills—and to  a  lesser degree
administrative; this  material Dr Harvey supplemented for her investigation by
consulting primary documents in  other  archives in  Rome  and in the  Vatican.

"  Logically the initial two chapters of the  book, assisted by three ma'ps, place
Rome and its English community in historical context. Chapter  Three  focuses
on the hospice which originated in  1362:  that of Holy Trinity and St  Thomas  of
Canterbury. The  next  chapter deals with the hospice taken over in  1396  on the
other side of the Tiber in Trastevere: originally St Chyrsogonus’, subsequently
named-after St Edmund, the  Anglo-Saxon  king and martyr. Chapters Five and
Six, headed  respeCtively ‘Laity’, meaning laymen, and  ‘Women’, meanilig, lay-
women, gamer  evidence by sex on the English vlaity associated with the two
hospices. Underlined are trade connections with England, notably London,
and the sale in  Rome  of wool and devotional  mementos, seemingly-impdrtant
reasons  for Englishrhen’ s residence; most Of the women were in Rome as  their
wives or widows, so there IS  some  duplication of information.

Chapters  Seven to Eleven centre on the clerical component of English
expatriates in Rome: the curialists. They Were  less numerous and important in
the period than later, for while the curia functioned in  Rome  for much of it,
a  pope  was only present  exceptionally; moreover the English  monarch  limited
by Statute  appeals to papal authority as it related to England.  Some  English
curialists, like  some expatriate  laity, were associated with the  hospices, and as
residents were obliged to  Conduct  a daily service. Information conterning these
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Research 1s required into this implied involvement 1n England itself with the
first hospice 1n Rome.

It appears no coincidence that 1n  1396  a second hospice was acquired, when
it was  a going concern, if  not  flourishing, administered by the canons of St

Chrysogonus; presumably its acquisition was in anticipation of the Jubilee of
1400. By 1445 it was‘knownas the Hospice of St Edmund and in 1446 was
united with that of St  Thomas  to the extent  that there  were one and the  same
guardian and councillors for both. St  Edmund’s  Hospice Continued to function
until the end of the  sixteenth  century; Dr  Harvey (pp. 86, 90) errs in stating that
it closed in  1464  because  there  were insufficient English in Rome to warrant
two hospices. The authority she cites forthis (p. 86, n. 74) actually records the
meeting of the year 1464 as agreeing that  ‘the  two Hospices  should  retain  their
own confraternities and that these should continue to function separately’,
while under the  same  officials. Indeed in the latter half of the fifteenth century
the number of English curialists actually increased, as did the frequency and
size  of English embassies from the king to the pope. It was then that the
English  hospices  came into their own. The Hospice of St Edmund had its own
chapel (which' was not the Church of St Chrysogonus) with the  arms  of
England sculpted in the marble lintel over its door; this chapel was only finally
demolished in 1888, when the arms were destroyed  (see  J .B. Mackinlay, Saint
Edmund  King and  Martyr, London , 1893, pp. 414—15).

In any revised edition Dr Harvey should strive for consistency in the  names
of Italians, for instance: Antonius (p.  181); Antonio Smerucci (p. 10), but
Antonius Smerucii (p. 21), neither referencé is in the index; Oda of Colonna

(p. 46), Odda  (pp.  264, 272), for Oddo Colonna. For Robert Waterton, who
married Cecily (rather  than  Cecilia) Flemming of Methley (rather than Wath),
see  J.W.  Walker, ‘The Burghs  . . .  and the Watertons of Lincolnshire and
Yorkshire’, in The  Yorkshire  Archaeological  Journal, vol. 30 (1931).

CECIL H. CLOUGH

MEDICINE  FOR THE  SOUL:  THE  LIFE, DEATH  AND  RESURREC-
TION  OF AN  ENGLISH MEDIEVAL HOSPITAL.  Caroltj. Rawcliffe. 1999.
Sutton  Publishing Ltd., Stroud. £30.00. r  ISBN  0—7509—2009—2.

Carole Rawcliffe’s attractive and efigaging book about the Hospital of St Giles
in Norwich is  a  rounded account of the physical environment, material  assets,
managerial problems, welfare services and spiritual aspirations of a large
English hospital of the later Middle Age's. The research is securely based on
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archives of the hospital itself (many of which  passed  into the custody of the
citizens of Norwich along with the  hospital  itself from 1547), Norwich  city and
ecclesiastical archives, the English public records, and records scattered in
other repositaries, together with the valuable evidence of the surviving build-
ings. The founder, Walter Suffield, Bishop of Norwich (1245—57), endowed the
hospital well with ecclesiastical benefices and lands in the fertile river valleys of
Norfolk, and gave it  a  city site in Holme Street, not far from the cathedral and
bishop’s palace. The book  gives  a  vivid  impression of the hospital complex and

_ the surrounding gardens and grounds. Here it was able to care for a select
group of destitute men from the large and growing city population, and to
provide them with accommodation and a good measure of comfort.  Bishop
Suffield had two separate charters drawn up to regulate its operations. He
provided for thirty beds for the infirm poor as well as for the daily provisioning
of  thirteen non-residents, and  these  requirements were respected in some detail
for at least  a  century after the founder’s  death.  In the 1340s St Giles’s was still
‘a refuge for the destitute’. Even in its latter years the  hospital  did not lose  sight
of 1ts founder’s intentions, and there were still bed-ridden almsmen there  m  the

early sixteenth century alongside more mobile individuals. .
The emphasis of the  hospital’s  ministry was spiritual rather than medical,

whence the  book’s  title.  ‘Medicine  for the soul’ was the principal resource that
the hospital had to offer; the hospital records contain little information  about
medical  care, and there was nobody with medical expertise attached to the
staff. Three or four women ‘of good life and honest conversation  .  .  . being fifty
years old or a little  less’ were employed as domestics and nurses for the hospital
inmates, but no special medical skills were required of them. Numerically they
were more than balanced by four priests ‘of  good  fame and honest conversa-
tion’ and two clerks, whom the statutes required to maintain divine service in
the hospital church. The founder laid special emphasis on the  hospital’s  duty to
look after elderly and infirm priests, so the division between senior staff and
inmates was far from being a hard and fast contrast between clergy and laity.

In the last two centuries of the  hospital’s  existence the hospital’s objectives
were modified, perhaps inevitably given the numerous changes throughout the
society in which it operated. The hospital’s sources of income and its mode of
administering them are described in chapter three, especially from the surviving
hospital accounts. The acquisition of extra property could  not, in the long
term, offset the economic pressures on those living on landed property in the
late  Middle Ages, and the consequent pressures to seek new sources of living
imposed changes of emphasis on the hospital management. The granting of
corrodies, for  example, meant that from the later fourteenth century the
hospital was more committed to older  people  from wealthier families than in
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the past. The way was opened, in spite of the hospital  statutes,  for accom-
modating women, either in  houses  outside the  hOSpital  precincts, or in
restricted conditions within it. The hospital was  also  drawn deeper into the
business of prayers for the dead, and throughout the fourteenth and fifteenth
centuries this was  a  source of both new income and new responsibilities:
Margaret’s Paston will, made in 1482 and proved in  1484,  provided for £1 to be
given ‘to the hospital] of Seint Gile in Norwich  .  . . for  a  dirige  and-a masse for
my sowle’. The maintenance of the priests required to perform such duties was
normally paid  out of testamentary bequests, but  their  accommodation was
sometimes a charge on the hospital. The upkeep and improvement of the
hospital church was of prime importance for public relations, and was a bigger
charge on funds than that of other hospital buildings.  Some  improvements in
hospital accommodation were made in response to the growing value placed on
privacy from the later fourteenth century onwards.

The qualities of the  master  of the hospital were important for the per-
formance and respectability of the  hospital, and Dr Rawcliffe demonstrates the

significance of both their managerial competence and  their  political abilities in
winning friends in high places. An appendix to the text supplies an impressively
well-documented summary of the biographical information available for each
of the masters from Hamon de Calthorpe, the first in the  line, to Robert  Codde,

who died in 1546 while the city of Norwich was negotiating with Henry VIII  to
take the hospital into civic hands. We learn, for example, that  John  Smyth, the
warden from  1479  to 1489, had occupied several Norfolk rectories, had become

official to  Bishop Goldwell of Norwich, had lodgings in the hospital precinct
from 1455, belonged to the guild of St George in Norwich, and mingled with
the country gentry, including the Pastons. It was he who in  1461  advised John
Paston I that ‘it is better to here a lyttel losse than  a  gret rebuke’. Smyth was
buried in the  hospital, to which he bequeathed  cash, books  and plate.

Medicine  for the  Soul  is handsomely produced with useful maps of the
hospital’s  location, buildings  and  estates, and with forty-six illustrations, of

which fifteen are in colour. The surviving hospital  buildings—the church, refec-
tory, infirmary hall and Cloister—are well-preserved and powerfully evoke the
appearance of the hospital in the Middle Ages; they are beautifully portrayed
here in photographs from the Royal Commission on Historical Monuments
and in others taken by Dr Rawcliffe herself. The daily life of such a hospital is
charmingly portrayed in pictures from medieval manuscripts. The  text  of the
book is fully annotated. There is  a  substantial bibliography of manuscript and
published  sources, and a thorough, well-organized  index.

RICHARD BRITNELL
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WILLIAM WORCESTRE:  THE  TOPOGRAPHY  0F  MEDIEVAL
BRISTOL.  Edited by Frances Neale. Bristol Record Society, Volume 51, 2000.

Available for £22.50 incl. p&p, from the Hon. Secretary, Bristol Record
Society, c/o Regional History Centre, University of the West of England, St
Matthias Campus, Oldbury Court Rd., Fishponds, Bristol  BSl6 2JP; the

annual subscription for private members is  £10. ISBN 0-901538—21—3.

In the autumn of 1480 William Worcestre spent four or five weeks in Bristol.
He was then aged about sixty-five, and had been engaged since 1459 in the dif-
ficult and unrewarding task of attempting to administer the estate of his former
employer, Sir John Fastolf. Bristol was his birthplace, and his return there was
clearly a  sentimental journey as well as being a  trip to settle some business
affairs. Day by day, he filled page after page of narrow, folded sheets of ‘paper
with his notes and  observations, mainly in Latin, of what he saw, did, heard

and remembered, and  sheaves  of these pages were ultimately bound up as part
of the present MS 210 at Corpus Christi College, Cambridge. .-

Worcestrew'as a professional clerk or secretary; he was also a' compulsive
note-taker of everything that  interested  him, and his interests were exceptionally
wideranging. He had been travelling around England for much of his life, and in
the 1470s had got into the habit of jotting down the dimensions of churches,
castles and other buildings  that  he visited: for the sake of consistency, he paced
them out (walking heel-to-toe, forming steps of about 21 or 22 inches). Most of  _ '
the manuscript at Corpus Christi College is filled with historical notes and tran-
scripts and topographical memoranda of this sort that were brilliantly edited,
translated and annotated by the late John Harvey as William Worcestre’s
Itineraries  (1969). The Bristol topographical pages were omitted by Harvey, but
have now been no less carefully and meticulously put before us by Frances
Neale. Worcestre was  a  bad  Latinist, who took refuge in contractions, and often

it is as hard to make out the sense of what he was thinking as it is to read his small
and not very legible handwriting. The facing-page translation is thus as much a
work of reconstruction as is the transcription of Worcestre’s original Latin, and
on_ both  these scores the editor’s achievement is magnificent.

It is not certain why Worcestre went to Bristol for so long a  stay. His editor
speculates that it may havejbeen because his recently widowed sister 'was cbn-
cerned about the long silence following her connexion John Jay’s departure in
mid July on a sea-voyage to the mythic isle of Brasil; certainly, Worcestre
seems to have left Bristol just  a  week after news came through of Jay’s survival,
at an Irish port. Until then, Worcestre filled his  days  as if all his previous topo-
graphical recording had been in preparation for this  stay:  he paced his way
around  Bristol, measuring not just the parish and conventual churches and
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precincts, Bristol castle and the city walls and bridges, but even the lengths and

widths of many of the streets, lanes and quays. He sought to record the heights

of buildings and the depths of rivers (perhaps using a nautical knotted rope),

and he gathered details about the weights of the bells of St Mary Radcliffe
church, the height of the Avon spring tides, the tonnage of the Bristol

merchants’ ships, and even the cost, 4,000 marks, of Sir William  Canynges’s

largest ship, the  Mary and  John, of 900 tons weight. He counted twelve women

washing cloths (or perhaps clothes, since they were with other household items)

in the Avon, on  a  falling tide, and in the chapel of St Anne, near Bristol, he

counted thirty-two  ex-voto  boats, little  boats  and carracks, five of the  boats
being of silver and worth 20s. apiece.

His recording of the  streets  of Bristol was so full  that  he could have made

a scale drawing of the city when he was back in Norwich—a sort of accom-

paniment to the  custumal that  Robert Ricart, the town clerk, was drawing up

at around this  date. Most  likely, however, he was  just  using an exceptional
opportunity to put his usual topographical approach into practice on an
exceptionally detailed basis. He combined this with notes on his family’s

history and with miscellaneous historical memoranda, some of  them  drawn

from named manuscript sources  (such  as the Bristol  Dominicans’ obit-book,
and chronicles in the library of All Saints’ church  and in the possession of John

Burton, priest and notary). He surely had himself in mind when he  quoted
Plato, to the effect that  philosophy is painstaking labour, attention to detail

and awareness of  death.
This is an endlessly fascinating text. The only further editorial enhancement

from which it would have benefited is a set of plans like  those  printed with H.E.

Salter’s  reconstruction of medieval Oxford, to key in Worcestre’s  text  to the

later street-plan, thus enabling the intrigued reader to follow him round the

buildings and byways of Bristol in 1480 and to  assess  just  how thoroughly

he covered the ground.

NIGEL  RAMSAY

TI-IE MERCHANT TAYLORS’ COMPANY  OF  LONDON: COURT
MINUTES 1486—1493.  Edited and Introduced by Matthew Davies.  2000.
Richard III and Yorkist History Trust. Available to Members £20 incl.  p&p.
from Sales Office, PO Box 16, Denbigh  LL16  SZA. Non-members £30 incl.

p&p. from Paul Watkins Publishing Ltd, 1 High Street, Donington, Lincs.
PEll 4TA. ISBN 1—900289—36—9.

Dr Matthew Davies and the Richard III and Yorkist  History Trust have done
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historians of medieval London a considerable  service  by editing and publishing
these  Court Minutes of the Merchant Taylors’ Company. Few such Minutes

survive for London’s companies before the Reformation, and, although  they
cover only a  short period, those  for the Merchant  Taylors  count with the
Goldsmiths’ and Mercers’ as the most significant.  Since  early records of the

Merchant Taylors’ Company were still disappearing from their archives as late
as after 1865, it is reassuring, as well as immensely helpful to historians to have

these in print.
A  quick glance through the  pages  of the book at first might  give  the impres-

sion  that Court  Minutes tell us little more than is contained in the detailed

accounts of other leading companies, such as the Grocers. There are the same

lists of payments to servants, to almsmen, for repairs of property, and for the

keeping of obits.  They record receipts from rents, and  lists  of payments for

registering apprentices. All these lists, of course, have their value for the history

of the City, as the editor makes plain in his introduction. By analysing the

admissions of apprentices Dr  Davies  shows how the craft was expanding in the

period 1425—69, during which the average yearly number rose to eighty-five in

the 1460’s, but by the years covered in the Court Minutes the average number

had fallen to sixty-eight. Unlike the grocers—who often responded to difficul-

ties in their trade by employing more apprentices as cheap labour, since they

required from them innate intelligence rather than acquired skill—the tailors

needed to give their apprentices a considerable degree of training before they

were of  much  value to their masters.  This  is partly reflected in the length of

their apprenticeships which Dr  Davies  analyses:  fifty per cent of the tailors’

apprentices  served  for seven years, and seventeen per cent for nine years, with

the odd one serving up to fourteen years. When the demand for their goods fell

and they could see no likely improvement in their trade, tailors apparently

chose to forgo the immediate financial gain from apprentices’ premiums in

favour of reducing their  long-term  costs. The  reduction  in the average number

of their apprentices by forty-two per cent between the  1460s  and 14808, and

particularly the raising of their admission fee from 3s 4d to 20s between 1482

and 1486, tells us much about the scale of the economic crisis which confronted

them—and probably Londoners generally—in the crucial years which led to

the overthrow of the Yorkist dynasty. The map which the book provides of the
geographical orgins of the tailors’ apprentices between 1486 and 1493, shows,

like the same evidence for the Skinners, a  large contingent from the  North, par-

ticularly Yorkshire. This, too, indicates much about the lack of local commer-

cial opportunities for the sons of yeomen and artisans beyond the Trent in this

period, which may, also, have had wider political consequences.
Other evidence of economic contraction related in this  book  is the failure of
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the City in  1477  to maintain its established ban on London’s merchants trading
at provincial fairs. When trade was good, the Londoners could afford to insist

that provincial merchants came to them, but by the  14703  they obviously had to
go out to the fairs in search of customers, and the brief attempt to restore the ban
on trade at the fairs in 1487  lasted  no more than a few months. In these cir-
cumstances it is not surprising to read in the Court Minutes recurring evidence
of the Tailors’ fears of unlicensed competitors, whether from alien ‘galleymen’
or provincial immigrants who had not served, or completed, an apprenticeship
and gained their freedom. Whereas tailors had been happy to employ these
‘foreigns’ earlier in the century when they needed their labour, it was a different
story in the last quarter of the century, when the Company sought to restrict the
employment of immigrants and control the number of new shops.

In these ways the Merchant Taylor’s records confirm the  picture  of eco-
nomic  difficulties presented by those of other companies in  this  period. But as
Court Minutes, rather than  just accounts, they add  some  special insights into
the Company’s reactions, and also into the degree of influence which it exerted
over its members, and the way in which it collaborated with the City’s  auth-
orities.  From this  we can gain a clearer idea of how the City was governed and
how its shifting and volatile  society was controlled without  a  police force or

standing army. The livery companies could do much by informal means to
threaten a man’s livelihood by a commercial boycott if he refused to submit to
their  ordinances, and few dared oppose the  Master  and Wardens. It was
enough  on one occasion for the Master of the Tailors to appear in Blackwell
Hall and summon two members of the Company to the next court in the
Hall for  ‘ungoodly language and unsad demeanur to the grete infamy and
sclaunder of the hole company’. They both obeyed and paid heavy fines. But
faced with a recalcitrant and defiant former Master the Company could  do
little but rely on the Mayor to  imprison  him until he thought better of his
conduct.

It was always important, therefore, to have  good  relations with the Mayor
and Sheriffs, because their support was needed to back up the  Company’s
authority, and it was  a  valuable  asset  to have a Mayor from  one’s  own com-

pany. But the records make it plain  that  the  City’s  authorities did not in the
least control the  Tailors’ Company. It was  a  community established by its own
members which worked for their economic interests—not as an instrument of
political control imposed upon the craft by the City, as some historians  have
suggested. Just as arbitration was accepted as the best means of solving com-
mercial disputes within the Company, so the various crafts and companies saw
that it was sensible, if possible, to avoid conflicts in the interests of the City’s

and their own trade and stability.
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The acceptance of the social  hierarchy, and rule, of the livery company, and

of deference to its masters, was a small price to pay for the protection of  one’s
livelihood against the outsider in an uncertain world. Moreover, despite the

harshness of life for the young and  poor, there was also some humanity in the

way the Company exercised  its authority. Although essentially it protected

the interests of the employers, the intimacy of the City’s neighbourhoods,

where people knew each other face to face, meant that even an orphaned,

ragged, verminous, apprentice dared appeal three times to the wealthy Masters

on the Court for protection against his violent master. At the third appeal he

was believed, and the master was imprisoned. In  a  similar  case  the Upper

Warden of the Company took an  apprentice, who had  been  ill-treated, into his

own home to protect him.
In such examples the Court Minutes take us beyond the dry bones of the

Company’s  accounts, and in the lively narratives of one  Clerk  in particular

there is a freshness and immediacy which brings the world of the Company to

life. In his introduction, detailed footnotes, and biographies of the Masters and

members of the Court of Assistants Dr Davies adds more  flesh  to the records.

For  this  meticulous work of scholarship historians, as well as the Company, are
in his  debt.

PAMELA NIGHTINGALE

Notes  on  Contributors

John  Ashdown-Hill.  A  member of the Richard III Society for a number of

years, with a particular research interest in Eleanor  Talbot, Lady Butler.

Richard  Britnell  is Professor of History at Durham University. He studies the

social and economic history of the Middle Ages.

Cecil  H.  Clough  has fiublished extensively on aspects of the Italian renaissance
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Pamela Nightingale  is  a  research fellow at the Ashmolean Museum. She has

written  A Medieval Mercantile Community and a number of articles on trade

and finance in the Middle Ages.
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Nigel  Ramsay is  a  Senior Research Fellow in the Department of History,
University College  London, where he is engaged in compiling a reconstruc-
tional catalogue of all surviving English monastic archives.
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(DCc  Monks  Eleigh MSS)—forthcoming Morphology of Monks Eleigh  (spin—
off: Hobart studies).
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